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Let me also say that Abby Johnson,
who just recently, a little over a year
ago, left a Planned Parenthood direc-
torship in Texas—what caused her to
change? She saw an ultrasound abor-
tion in real time and said, I just saw
the baby crumple right in front of my
very eyes. If that isn’t a human rights
abuse, I don’t know what is either. So
she became a pro-lifer and now speaks
out very, very boldly.

Finally, Dr. Alveda King, as I men-
tioned earlier, is Martin Luther King’s
niece. Dr. King had two abortions. She
was a ‘‘pro-choicer.”’” She now is one of
the most eloquent pro-life leaders in
the United States and even in the
world. She has said, ‘“‘How can the
dream survive’—talking about her un-
cle’s dream of inclusion, of human
rights, of civil rights for all—‘‘how can
the dream survive,” she writes, ‘‘if we
murder the children?”’

She goes on to talk about how the
African American population in this
country is so disproportionately tar-
geted by Planned Parenthood and oth-
ers. The number of abortions for Afri-
can Americans is about five times the
rate of Caucasians and it is because of
targeting. There are other reasons, but
that is one of the main reasons. That’s
where the Planned Parenthood clinics
are, frankly.

Abortion hurts women, she makes it
so clear. She is eloquent in her defense,
as are others, in ministering to women
who have had abortions. One thing
about this pro-life movement—and I've
been in it for 38 years, I’ve been in Con-
gress for 31 years—it loves them both.
It says to both the mother and to the
baby, we want to put our arms around
you, we want to help, we want to be of
assistance. And to any post-abortive
woman, we are all about trying to help
and to assist and provide some kind of
pathway to reconciliation. That’s
where the post-abortive women like Dr.
Alveda King play such a crucial role in
helping women who otherwise would
feel so disenfranchised and left out.

I want to thank our leadership,
Speaker BOEHNER, our majority leader,
ERrICc CANTOR. We have a very pro-life
leadership who recognizes how sacred
life is, how this Congress, this House
needs to defend the defenseless. Tomor-
row, I will be joining the distinguished
Speaker as he speaks on the No Tax-
payer Funding for Abortion Act. We
will be having a press conference to-
morrow. We have over 125 cosponsors. I
have never seen a leadership so dedi-
cated to protecting innocent human
life as these individuals in our leader-
ship. I would hope my friends on the
other side of the aisle would take a sec-
ond long look at the carnage, the unbe-
lievable pain and agony and suffering
that abortion has visited upon women.
It is not pro-women. Abortion exploits
women. And it’s certainly not pro-child
either because it decimates unborn
children as well.

So we have a great leadership. We
have an excellent group of Members,
men and women, Democrats and Re-
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publicans. And I do hope that we will
move this human rights issue forward.
The young people are with us, and this
is the greatest human rights struggle
ever.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 68 and
H.R. 69

Mr. LAMBORN (during the Special
Order of Mr. SMITH of New Jersey). Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
Congressman MIKE Ross from the
State of Arkansas be removed as a co-
sponsor from H.R. 68 and H.R. 69.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DoLD). Is there objection to the request
of the gentleman from Colorado?

There was no objection.

————

PROGRESSIVE CAUCUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. ELLISON) is recognized for
27 minutes.

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, allow me
to claim the time. I do have a few
things to set up, so I will be right back.

Mr. Speaker, let me thank the
Speaker for allowing and granting me
the time. It is a pleasure to come in
front of the American people.

My name is Congressman KEITH
ELLISON, and I want to talk a little bit
about the Progressive Caucus tonight,
the progressive message which we con-
vey to the American people every
week. We want to come before the
American people to talk about progres-
sive values and the 83 members of the
Progressive Caucus.

The Progressive Caucus stands firmly
in the position of supporting health
care for all Americans. And therefore,
we look at this repeal today, conducted
by the majority, the Republican Cau-
cus, as quite an unfortunate event in
our Nation’s history.
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They repealed the health care reform
bill, but the bill is not repealed. It’s
important for the American people to
know that health care reform is being
implemented and it is the law. But in
order to make the law into the law,
you have to pass it through the House,
the Senate, and then be signed by the
President. This repeal that they did
today stops here. It’s not going any-
where. Really, it’s political theater.
But it is an important indication as to
what they would do if they could.

What they would do, and this is
something I would like to describe
right now so the American people can
get an idea of what Republican leader-
ship and Republican expansion of their
power would mean.

First, let’s talk about the deficit.
You hear a lot about the deficit. And
the deficit is important. The impact of
repeal on the deficit is that it would in-
crease the deficit by $230 billion this
decade and a trillion the decade after
that.
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When you listen, Mr. Speaker, to the
speeches of the Republican Caucus and
they say something about job-killing
deficits, it’s always important, Mr.
Speaker, to turn your attention back
to what the Republican Caucus did
today on the House floor, because it in-
dicates how they really feel about ex-
panding the deficit. They’re okay with
it.

The impact of repeal on the deficit
expands the deficit by $230 billion this
decade and a trillion dollars the next.

What does this say about credibility?
What does it say about real intention?
What does it say about who was actu-
ally trying to lower the deficit?

Health care reform is cost-effective
and helps lower the deficit. Health care
reform actually helps not only lower
the national debt and deficit, but indi-
vidual American’s personal debt and
deficit.

We can never forget, Mr. Speaker,
that 60 percent of all of the people who
filed for bankruptcy filed for bank-
ruptcy because of medical debt. A ma-
jority of the people filing for bank-
ruptey filed for bankruptcy because of
medical debt. This is an amazing sta-
tistic.

We can talk about the national def-
icit. We can even talk about the na-
tional debt, but let’s talk about family
debt. Family debt being driven sky
high because of medical debt, people
going into bankruptcy because of med-
ical debt.

Now, with the health care bill, we
will have exchanges that will compete
and have price and quality trans-
parency for people so that they can
evaluate a good product that is afford-
able, so people who don’t have the in-
come can get a subsidy so they can go
buy health care insurance. When we
have all of these important provisions
in place, we’re not going to see people
going into personal bankruptcy be-
cause of medical debt. This is some-
thing the Republican Caucus has not
talked about, how Americans are
drowning because of what the insur-
ance industry has imposed upon them.

It’s important to say that today our
Republican colleagues repealed health
care reform. I hope, Mr. Speaker, the
American people watch with interest
where their particular Member of Con-
gress voted. Did your Member, the indi-
vidual Member of Congress, Mr. Speak-
er, vote to say, You know what? We’re
going to allow the insurance companies
to rescind your insurance policy if you
get a breast cancer diagnosis? Because
the Republican Caucus’ repeal today
says that they want that to be able to
happen. They want the insurance com-
pany to be able to say, You, ma’am, we
found out you had breast cancer. Your
insurance is going to be rescinded.

That’s what they voted in favor of
today by voting for repeal.

Today, they want to tell 24-, 25-, and
26-year-olds and their parents that,
You know what? We're not going to let
you be on your parents’ health care in-
surance policy. You are on your own.
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